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2020 is a year that we will remember – for all the wrong reasons.
Not least, because it was the year when almost all of our vintage motoring plans
were cancelled, or at least postponed, because of the Covid 19 pandemic.
We learned how to wash our hands whilst singing “Happy Birthday to You”, how to
self-isolate and how to judge 2 metres in a trice.

One of our number, Chas Howe caught the virus right at the start of the pandemic.
He spent weeks in the Intensive Care department of Salisbury hospital in a coma, with
the worst case of infection the staff had seen. He still doesn’t know how or where he
became infected.
Happily, Chas has almost fully recovered – but nine months later, he is still not quite
back to full strength. If anybody ever doubted the dreadful effects of the virus, they
should ask Chas or Sue.

Not technically an “Early M.G.” but close enough for Rudolph!
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With little to report in regard to Early M.G. activity, here’s a seasonal extract from
the Frittenden Parish magazine, sent in by Geoff Radford:-

Tom Smith, the man mentioned above, who invented Christmas Crackers , even

marketed a special version for motorists :-

Here are some adverts for Christmas presents for the lady in your life, from a time
when sexist ads were more palatable :-

Staying on the theme of Christmas presents – here are a couple of suggestions for
the man who has everything:

The fitness training bicycle with automatic air-conditioning.
or perhaps

The good news in the U.K. is that the government predicts that we’ll all have been
vaccinated against Covid 19 by Easter 2021. If that prediction proves to be true, then
the prospect of running the Early M.G. Society events, which were postponed this
year, becomes a possibility.
We have heard from many members who tell us how much they’re looking forward
to going on EMGS events again, “once this thing is all over” – especially the next trip
to France.
Thinking about those trips, it seems amazing that our trip to La Roche Bernard in
Southern Brittany, was more than 10 tears ago – in June 2010.

To evoke some memories for those who went on the trip, you can view a new
updated video of the event by clicking here:

https://vimeo.com/479256509

You can view the video in full screen by clicking the icon at bottom right of the
picture.
The ‘Runners & Riders’ on that trip were:

Whilst we chew over the impact of latest Covid ‘tiers’ and the impact on our
Christmas, spare a thought for many folk in the USA. After four years of “Making
America great again”, to quote a well-known politician, many Americans are going to
bed hungry. The term used by government for those who don’t have enough food to
eat, is “Food insecure”.
At the Classic MG Club of Orlando, the club charity runs a Free Food Bank. Since the
pandemic began, they have given away 50 million meals – just in the Orlando area.

Here’s a picture taken in San Antonio, Texas:

It looks like a traffic jam on the freeway – but no, it shows 6000 families queueing to
get a food parcel at a Food Bank distribution centre. In the USA the divide between
the “haves” and the “have nots” is far greater than in the UK and Texas is one of the
very worst states for “Food insecurity”.

This image of a Bullnose M.G. cropped up on t’internet recently. It’s the car that
belonged to Julie Craig for many years and is now owned by Terry Prodger in
Modanville, New South Wales – about 30 miles inland from Byron Bay.

It looks just as good under the bonnet!

Your copy of the new edition of the Early M.G. Society magazine
will be posted to you this week.

Santa delivers one of those new wrenches in the nick of time.

Stay safe.

